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SIX DISTINGUISHED UM ALUMNI TO
RECEIVE TOP AWARDS
By Virginia Vickers Braun
Office of University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA-A lawyer, a retired forest ranger, a history professor, a retired
businessman, and a communications director have been selected to receive
Distinguished Alumnus Awards at the University of Montana.
An associate professor of music at San Diego State University has been
chosen to receive UM's Young Alumnus Award.
The Distinguished Alumnus Awards are presented to a UM graduate or
former student who has brought honor to the UM through service to the
University, state or nation.
The Young Alumnus Award is presented to a graduate or former student
age 35 or younger who has either distinguished himself or herself in a
particular field or who has given many hours of time to the University.
The awards, the highest honors given by the UM Alumni Association, will
be presented Friday, Oct. 15, during UM Homecoming.
The DAA will be given to Ward A. Shanahan, a Helena lawyer and senior
partner with the firm of Gough, Shanahan, Johnson & Waterman; Fred H. Mass,
a retired forest ranger who served as a range management consultant to the
U.S. State Department in several African countries and is now a self-employed
tree farmer, artist and consultant rancher in Spokane; Joan Hoff-Wilson,
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executive secretary of the Organization of American Historians and professor
of history at Indiana University; Kermit R. Schwanke, retired president of
John R. Daily

Inc. of Missoula; and Verna Green Smith, director of

communication services for CEMREL

Inc., an educational laboratory in

St. Louis, and editor of CEMREL Reports.
Jane Michelle "Mitzi" Kolar, associate professor of music at San Diego
State University, will receive a Young Alumna Award.
A native of Libby, Shanahan attended public schools in Miles City and
received a B.A. in zoology from the University of Montana in 1953.
received an LL.B. degree from the UM School of Law in 1958.

He

While in school,

he was a member of the Sigma Nu fraternity, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Music
Honorary and Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity.

He was president of his class

for two years, a senior delegate to Central Board in 1952, and a member of
the Law School Law Review staff from 1956 to 1958.
Following graduation, Shanahan spent two years in the U.S. Navy and has
remained active in the Helena Naval Reserve Unit, serving as commanding
officer 1966-70.

A member of the Navy League of the United States, he is

serving as national director until 1983.

He entered into private law

practice in 1958 and was president of the Montana Legal Services Association
which gives legal aid to the poor from 1968 to 1971 and trustee of the State
Bar Association from 1978 to 1980.

He is also a director of First Bank

Helena, and Helena First Inc., a civic group.
Shanahan has been active in the Alumni Association, serving both as
a delegate and an officer.

He is currently vice president of the board of

directors and will be president in 1983.

He also was chairman of the Law

School fund drive in 1979.
He is married to the former Mary Gayle Gibbons, a 1955 UM graduate,
and they have a son and a daughter.
(more)
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Mass, whose grandparents were early Montana settlers, was born in
Missoula in 1910.

He earned a B.S. degree in forestry from UM in 1930 and

went on to complete three years of study at the Minneapolis Institute of Fine
Arts.

He began his career with the U.S. Forest Service in 1927 working

summers and in 1933 began working full time in Missoula drawing maps from
aerial photos.

He became district ranger at Avery, Idaho, in 1935 and

served as a ranger at Kingston, Idaho, and Butte.
From 1969 to 1971, Mass served as a range planner and adviser to the
government of Kenya where he helped plan cattle ranching and grazing pre
scriptions of the native range with several Somali tribes.

He also served

as a range management training officer in Washington, D.C., from 1971 until
his retirement in 1973.

From 1973 to 1976, he was a range management

consultant to the U.S. State Department for Kenya, Ethiopia, Chad, Cameroon
and Nigeria.
Mass has illustrated several publications and books, including "The
School Ma'am and the Saddle Trairp" and "Hogwash Hokum and Heifer Dust" by
George R. Wolstad.

He has exhibited his art work throughout the West,

Midwest and Africa and one of his paintings has been accepted to the
permanent collection of the C.M. Russell Gallery in Helena.
Mass served as president of the Montana Institute of Arts in 1960-62.
He was awarded "Outstanding Forester of the Year" in 1981 by the Society
of American Foresters Inland Empire Section and was awarded "Montana
Outstanding Tree Farmer" in 1981 by the American Forest Institute.

He has

been active in many civic and professional organizations along with the
UM Forestry Alumni Association and the UM Alumni Association.
He and his wife, the former Veronica lone Lewis, now live in Spokane
and commute regularly to his family's original homestead and ranch near
(over)
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Eddy, Mont., where they maintain a registered tree farm.

They have one

daughter, three grandchildren and one great granchild.
Hoff-Wi1son, who came to UM from Butte, was graduated in 1957 with a B.A.
degree in history and jounalism.

At UM she was a member of Mortar Board

and Kappa Alpha Theta.
She holds masters degrees in Russian and French history, Slavic history
and American history earned respectively from the University of Strasbourg,
France, in 1958, from Cornell University in 1959, and from Northwestern
University in 1961.

She earned a Ph.D. in American history with an

emphasis on 20th-century foreign relations from the University of California
at Berkeley in 1966.
Hoff-WiIson is currently the executive secretary of the Organization
of American Historians and professor of history at Indiana University.

She

has taught at California State University at Sacramento, Arizona State
University, Dartmouth and the University of Virginia.
A specialist in 20th-century U.S. foreign policy and politics, her
major writings in this field include the 1 972 Bernath Prize Book, "American
Business and Foreign Policy, 1920-1933" (1971), and "Ideology and Economics:
United States Relations With the Soviet Union, 1918-1933" (1974).
Professor Hoff-WiIson has also written a biography entitled "Herbert
Hoover:

Forgotten Progressive" (1975), and most recently co-authored with

Albie Sachs the legal study "Sexism and the Law:

Male Beliefs and Legal

Bias in Britain and the United States" (1978).
She has taught courses in women's studies and published articles in
the field of women's history, two of which have won national and regional
awards--the 1977 Berkshire Prize and the 1980 Vivian Paladian Award.

For

the academic years 1975-77, she was awarded a National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) research grant to study the impact of the American Revolution
*

on the legal status of women.
(more)
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Professor Hoff-Wilson continued this colonial project with concurrent
appointments as a Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute and as a visiting scholar
at Harvard Law School during 1976-77 and finished a monograph on this subject
in the fall on 1979 under the auspices of "Project 1987" at the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C.

Project '87 is a Constitutional studies

program sponsored by the American Historical Association and American
Political Science Association.
As a guest scholar at Brookings and a Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars in 1980 she researched the Nixon Presidency
which is currently her major work in process.

For 1980-81, Professor

Hoff-Wilson was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship to study the legal theories
of Mary R. Beard.

A collection of her essays of feminism and history will

be published next year under the title "The Future Is Not What it Was."
Schwanke is the retired president of John R. Daily

Inc.

Born in

Livingston, he was graduated from Missoula County High School and received
a B.S. degree in pre-medicine from UM in 1939.

During his college years,

he was a member of Central Board and Phi Delta Theta fraternity.

After

college he did graduate work at the University of Chicago and was a member
of the U.S. Army Air Corps from 1942 to 1947.
Schwanke began his career in business working for the Commercial
National Bank in Bozeman.

He worked for the MacNab Hotel Corporation in

Bozeman and Bismarck, N.D., before becoming departmental manager, personnel
manager and later soft goods manager for the Missoula Mercantile Company
(now the Bon) in Missoula.

He left the Merc in 1960 to join John R. Daily

Meat company and retired as president in 1978
Schwanke has been an active UM alumnus for many years.

He has been

president of the Montana Athletic Association, the UM Alumni Association, and
the UM Century Club and Missoula Country Club.

He also has been a member

of the Council of 50 and currently belongs to the Missoula City Spirit
(over)
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Committee, a group of civic-minded individuals who are working to provide
a multipurpose

complex for community events.

He also has been president of numerous civic organizations including
the Missoula Little Leagues, Babe Ruth Leagues, and Kiwanis Club.

He has

served on the board of directors of the Missoula County United Way, St.
Patrick Hospital, Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce and Western States Meat
Packers Association.

Schwanke was chairman of the board of the Missoula

County High School Board of Trustees and is vice chairman of the Western
Federal Savings & Loan Association.

He is a member of both the Elks and

Masonic Lodges.
He is married to the former Kathleen D. Holmes, class of '38, and they
have two sons and a daughter, all UM graduates, and seven grandchildren.
Smith received a scholarship to UM from Glasgow High School where she
was valedictorian in 1936 and worked her way through four years of school
at the University.

She was treasurer of Mortar Board and Theta Sigma Phi,

a women's journalism honorary, vice president of the Press Club and associate
editor of The Kaimin.

She was active in the University Counselor system,

whose duty was to assist the orientation of freshmen women, and was a
member of the Alpha Chi Omega sorority.
Smith received her B.A. in journalism in 1940 and earned a master's in
education in 1961 from Washington University in St. Louis.

In 1970 she

earned a Ph.D. in education from St. Louis University.
She has pursued a career in both her major fields of interost--journalism
and education--and has become an expert in the field of educational materials
and communication.

Since 1966 she has been director of Communication Services

in CEMREL Inc., one of eight Congressionally mandated educational laboratories
chartered in 1965 to improve learning for children.
(more)

She is editor of

*
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CEMREL Reports and has handled press conferences and VIP receptions for
CEMREL's traveling exhibits sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., and at
the Lincoln Center in New York.
Smith also has worked as a journalist, educator and public relations
director.

She began her professional career as advertising manager and

columnist for the Glasgow Courier in 1940 and was a reporter for the Great
Falls Tribune in 1941-42.

She was editor of staff communications for the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Fort Peck in 1942 and was news editor for
the Community News in Overland, Mo.

For 10 years, starting in 1956, she

was director of public relations and an English teacher for the Ritenour
School District in St. Louis County before joining CEMREL.
In addition to membership in several journalism and educational organ
izations, she has been involved in volunteer work since moving to St. Louis
in 1947.

She has been a lifelong member of the UM Alumni Association and

has helped organize alumni meetings in the St. Louis area.
She has won numerous awards for publications over a period of 14
consecutive years from the Missouri Press Women's Association and won two
first-prize awards from the National Federation of Press Women in journalism
competition in 1969, 1970 and 1982.

She also won a first place award for

script and narration of a slide-tape presentation from the National School
Public Relations Association in 1973.
Smith was married to the late Alfred Nelson Smith Jr., the youngest
son of the late Dr. Alfred N. Smith Sr., a pioneer doctor in Glasgow.

They

have three children and three grandchildren.
Kolar, the recipient of

a

Young Alumna

Award, is presently on leave

from San Diego State University where she has been an assistant professor
of music since 1975 and director of the Preparatory Division of Music since
(over)
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1977.

For the past year, she has been an associate professor of music at

the University of Alabama where she also is director of the Preparatory
Division of Music and administrative director of the Summer Music Camp.
She also was recently appointed director of piano pedagogy at UA.
A native of Geyser, Kolar was graduated from UM in 1971 with a bachelor
of music degree in piano with highest honors.

At UM, she received a four-year

Montana Honor Scholarship and a four-year music deparment scholarship,
addition, she received the John Crowder

In

Outstanding Pianist Award 1969-70,

a Wayne Montgomery Fine Arts Award 1970-71, and the Outstanding Senior Woman
Award in 1971.

She was also a member of Mortar Board, Phi Kappa Phi, and

Phi Kappa Lambda and Mu Phi Epsilon, both music honoraries.
Kolar earned a master's degree in music and music education in 1973
and a doctor of education degree in college teaching of piano and piano
pedagogy from Columbia University in 1975.

While at Columbia, she was the

director of the Piano Preparatory Department from 1972 to 1975 and was a
graduate teaching assistant for two years.
She has been a guest faculty member at the University of Illinois and
the University of Nebraska and has given numerous workshops on teaching
intermediate and advanced piano students and on keyboard improvisation
throughout the country.

She plans to give additional workshops this year,

touring in Alabama, Georgia and California.
In 1977 Kolar and her husband, Dr. Bill Ramal, a graduate of the
Jiri 11 iard School of Music and Columbia University, helped write and produce
a television pilot ai^.cd at teaching the basic concepts of music to 4 to
6-year-olds.

The aim of the program, which was called "Musical Moppets,"

was to get children acquainted and excited about music at a young age.
(more)
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Koiar is the author of several books on teaching methods.

Her "Keyboard

Iniprovisation Series" in six books published 1979-81 is now distributed in
the United States and six foreign countries.

She is also the author of

College

Class Piano," the co-author of a workbook and curriculum for class piano,
and the editor of "The Jazz Compositions of Horace Silver" and "Liberace,
T.V. Music Lesson."
###

